
 
 

 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

As the end of the year is upon us, please be sure to check our monthly 

calendar and District website for important end of year updates.  It will 

be a busy final month and we want to make sure you are kept up to 

date on everything that will be taking place.  Kindergarten promotion 

will be Wednesday, June 23 and will be a drive-up ceremony.  More 

information with the time for each class’s drive -up ceremony will be 

released later this month.  We will have a ½ day for Team A students 

on Tuesday, June 22 and a ½ day for Team B students on June 24.      

Dismissal will start at 11:10 AM each day. Summer vacation officially 

starts on Friday, June 25 for students!!  

Some of the events we scheduled in the past will not be held due to 

Covid-19 restrictions.  However, we do have some fun activities 

planned for our students.  June 8 and June 11 will be GB spirit days 

and students are encouraged to wear blue and gold for in -person     

instruction or remote learning on these two days.  In addition to our 

PTO purchasing popsicles for some of the warmer days in June,      

teachers will also incorporate some additional outdoor fun for the    

students during the final month of the year.   

I want to end by thanking my secretary, our teachers, teacher aides, 

bus drivers, custodians, cafeteria staff, parents, guardians and day 

care providers.  It has been a truly unique year and everyone had to 

make sacrifices and alternative plans for us to successfully complete 

this school year.   Everyone at Dexter Elementary looks forward to, 

 hopefully, returning in September for a ‘normal’ school year!  

      Sincerely, 

      Dave Ramie 

      Principal 

Dexter Elementary End of Year 
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Mrs. Hennigan, Mrs. McIntosh,              

Mrs. Merchant and Mrs. Zehr 



 

Mrs. Bellinger’s class on Earth Day  

Dillabough’s  

Friends  

Cloonan’s cuties! 

Team Biedekapp! 

Parker’s  

pals! 



 
 

First Grade 
Have a great summer!  Use this choice board to come up with lots 

of fun ideas for your summer break!  Make good choices, be kind, 

and get ready for 2nd grade!! 

Mrs. Devine, Mrs. Dupee, Mr. Keegan,       

Mrs. Keenan, Mrs. St. Onge and Mrs. Tyo 



We cannot believe the year is almost complete! We have enjoyed     

watching your child grow in many aspects and we are proud of the little 

learners they have become.  

We are working hard on finishing up our math chapters, so we can review 

ALL of the skills we’ve learned this year. Please, help us out, by practicing 

these skills at home for the remainder of the year and over the summer.   It 

is important for second graders to keep practicing time, money, and basic 

addition and subtraction facts all year round.  They are valuable life skills 

that everyone needs. We will also continue working on our grammar skills 

and really fine tuning our writing.  

Although we haven’t been 

able to physically go on field 

trips this year, we have         

attended many virtual field 

trips. We attended a Penguin 

exhibit at the St. Louis Zoo 

where we learned about the 

difference between penguins 

and puffins and recently we 

went to North Harbor Dairy in 

Sackets Harbor where we 

learned all about life on a 

dairy farm. Each class adopted 

a calf and were lucky enough 

to name it. It has been a truly 

exciting year! 

 

 

Please have a safe and fun summer!  

Mrs. Gerstenschlager, Mrs. Keichle,  Mrs. Knight,                

Ms. Lothrop, Ms. Martin,  Mrs. O’Riley-Smith,                      

Mrs. Pacini, and Mrs. Slate 



 

 

The students in Physical Education class 

have been working hard at staying    

active. We have explored many new 

options to keep our distance and use 

limited  equipment. Our young students 

here at Dexter elementary have been 

doing a fabulous job with the current 

environment.  

Students have had the chance to try a new unit called drum-fit.     

Students make music on drums while staying physically active. We 

have also had the chance to play with balloons and racquets, 

practicing our striking abilities. Students have also been challenging 

their balance and coordination through many daily activities.   

We are looking to start outdoor activities in the near future. It is     

important to dress for the weather and bring sneakers to class.        

Students will continue to participate in exercises and games to     

increase muscular strength and cardiovascular endurance.  

The Physical Education staff hopes that 

the nice weather allows everyone to 

get out and stay active. 

 

Mr. Hartle 

Physical Education 



 

 

Have a musical summer!! 

Ms. Davis 

 Welcome back to the music room!   

I’m so glad that we could spend our final music classes 
here. It gave us some fun chances to play the             
instruments we haven’t been able to play before.  In 
Seesaw, Dexter friends have been reading some nice 
books and learning some cute songs – I love hearing 
you make music at home!  Thanks students and       
parents both for your hard work on music activities.  

Students, I enjoyed making video lessons for you 

this year!  Thank you to everyone who was able to 

be diligent, responsible, and work hard in the       

virtual music classrooms. This year wasn ’t what   

anyone hoped it would be, but I enjoyed teaching 

you music these past several years, and I hope you 

continue to participate in music!!  



What's been happening in the          

l ibrary?  Well, in the actual room -- 

not too much; we are stil l l imited for 

student access; however, Mrs. Foss has continued to be the 

traveling library for Dexter Elementary, delivering and picking 

up books for students.  We will soon be allowing students to 

come to the  library in small groups.  It's not ideal, but we're 

making it work and hoping that the Fall will bring more        

students back to the libraries! 

 

In library class, Mrs. Hardwick and the Dexter students                             

have been reading and talking about Spring, l ittle French 

snails, and what goes on in and around a pond.  Soon we'll be 

learning about The Reason for a Flower by Ruth Heller.         

Kindergarten and first grade will be reading about an escape 

from the garden!  Second grade will be reading The Gruffalo. 

As always, we'll be sharing kindness and sending warm wishes 

to the people we love throughout the day. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Hardwick—Librarian  

Mrs. Foss—Library clerk 



Mrs. Foss’s 

Summer READING Challenge 

WHAT to read    HOW to read 

Read an eBook      Read under the covers 

Read a comic book     Read to an older person 

Read a cereal box     Rea to a younger person 

Read a recipe      Read to an animal 

Read poetry      Read outside 

Read a “how-to” book    Read to a friend 

 Or some directions    Read to  yourself 

Read a rhyming book     Read to a stuffed animal 

Read a joke or riddle     Whisper read 

Read a road sign     Read in a robot voice 

Read a menu      Read with your feet up 

Read something on the TV    Read under a shady tree 

 Read song lyrics             Read at someone else’s       

         house 

  
What other ideas for reading can you come up 

with?  Tell me all about it when you get back to 

school and I will have a pencil for your 

thoughts! 

Happy Summer and Happy Reading!! 





SUMMER 
FUN  

 

Looking for fun things to do with your child this summer?  

 

Check out these ideas for building strength, balance,      
coordination and endurance. 

  

Roll up and down a hill. Rolling helps your child use his or her belly 
muscles, which will help with balance and posture.   

  

Run  up and down a hill. Stopping at the bottom helps teach body 
control. Running builds strength and endurance. Try running        
backwards too! 

  

Push and pull! Have your child push and pull a large toy, or a     
laundry basket filled with toys, or even have a sibling, cousin or friend 
sit in the basket! This will help with upper body strength.   

  

Stuck inside on a rainy day? Throw cushions and pillows on the 
floor, and let your child have fun walking and crawling over the    
cushions to build balance and coordination.   

  
 

MOST OF ALL - KEEP ACTIVE & HAVE FUN!  

 

BEST OF HEALTH,  
 

Mrs. Bedard, PT, DPT 
Physical Therapist 

 



 

Healthcare News from Mrs. Gracey,                         

Dexter Elementary Nurse:  

I would like to take this moment to say thank you to all of our Dexter families for 
your assistance and support in this challenging school year. We have worked hard 
to keep our students learning in a safe healthy environment. It has been all hands 
on deck between our maintenance team, administration, and teachers doing daily 
temperature checks, working with flexible schedules and doing lots of daily      
sanitizing. This has not been easy with all of the changing rules and guidelines. 
Please continue to emphasize to your children the importance of handwashing, 
mask wearing and social distancing.  We have already proven through our actions 
and willingness to work together that we can face these  challenges 
and keep a safe  environment for our children!!  

 

Any students       
going into               
Kindergarten are 
required by New York 
State Department of 
Health to receive       
updates on their         
immunizations. 

Please check with your 
Healthcare Provider and 
schedule an appointment 
if needed. 

Please send in any updated 
physical and/or shot 
records so that your 
students chart is up to 
date.  

To reach Mrs. Gracey: 
315-779-2333    

Tick and Lyme Disease 
Prevention 

Wear long sleeves and pants,   
apply bug spray and stay on 
the center of the path to 
avoid grass and brush. 

Ticks hide on grass, leaves and 
bushes – often at knee or 
waist high-near the edges of 
woods or paths.  

Always check yourself and your 
pets after playing outside.  

Wear bright or light colored 
clothing when you are outside 

as this will help detect the 
ticks before they attach 
themselves to your skin. 



 
May is Mental Health Awareness month and we want to provide information regarding mental health in 
children.  To promote good mental health in your child, keep these tips in mind:  

 

Provide unconditional love to your child .  Make sure they know your love does not depend on 
their accomplishments. 

  

Self-Confidence and High Self-Esteem.  Encourage children to strive to do their best in various 
activities, but also to enjoy the process.   Set realistic goals for children that match their interests 
and abilities.  Being successful in these goals builds confidence.  

  

Playing.  Through play, ch i ldren learn how to  get along wi th o thers and have fun.    

  

Appropriate Guidance and Discipline.   Be f i rm, but k ind and real i s t i c w i th your               
expectations.  Set a good example.  Show children how to exercise self-control and                   
self-discipline.   

  

Safe and Secure Surroundings.  It ’s common for children to feel fear at times.   If the fear 
doesn’t go away, find out what is frightening them.   Be loving, patient, and avoid being critical.   

  

 

Parents and family members are often the first to notice if a child is struggling with emotions or        
behaviors.  The following signs may indicate a need for professional support:  

 

Decline in school interest and performance  

  

Regular worry or anxiety 

  

Repeated refusal to go to school or take part in normal children ’s activities 

  

Persistent nightmares 

  

Persistent disobedience or aggression 

  

Depressive behavior, sadness, or irritability  

  

 

If you suspect a problem or have questions about your child, feel free to contact your child ’s 
school, pediatrician, or other mental health professional.    
 

(Mental Health America; What Every Child Needs For Good Mental Health)  
 
 

Mrs. Eberle 

Student Assistance Counselor  



 

The following parent tips from the American Speech-Language Hearing   

Association offer ideas for encouraging speech and language                 

development among elementary students. 

 

Continue to build vocabulary.  Introduce a new word and offer its 

definition, or use it in a context that is easily understood.  This 

may be done in an exaggerated, humorous manner.  “I think I 

will drive the vehicle to the store.  I am too tired to walk.”  

Talk about spatial relationships (first, middle and last; right and left) 

and opposites (up and down; on and off).  

Offer a description of clues and have your child identify what you 

are describing: “We use it to sweep the floor” (a broom).  “It is 

cold, sweet, good for dessert and comes in many different      

flavors” (ice cream).  

Work on forming and explaining categories.  Identify the thing that 

does not belong in a group of similar objects: “A shoe does not 

belong with an apple and an orange because you can’t eat it; it 

is not round; it is not a fruit.”  

Help your child follow two, three and four-step directions: “Go to 

your room, get your dirty laundry and then bring it to me.”  Also, 

encourage your child to give directions.  Follow his or her         

directions as he or she explains how to build a tower of blocks.  

 

Any of the above mentioned tips can certainly be incorporated      

 when practicing correct speech sound productions in the home   

setting. 

 

Mrs. Wisner and Mrs. Gregory 



The Dexter Elementary art room is now OPEN! The art room is a place where your children 
are encouraged to take creative risks, experiment with new tools and techniques, and let their      

imaginations run wild. Artists in grades K-2 have been able to explore the art of printmaking and 
collage in my classroom this quarter. Unfortunately, they only have art in person once a month this 
year. I applaud all the parents and caregivers who are helping my students experience art virtually. 
I realize this is not always an easy task, but I hope it is a memorable one. Art plays a vital role in 

developing creative and confident children. I appreciate your dedication this year!  
 

Keep creating! 
Mrs. Majo 

Art Room 



This is an agamagraph, a type of art named 

after it’s creator Yaacov Agam.  It uses optical 

illusion to  create an image that changes when 

you look at it from different angles. 

This agamagraph was painted by 

students in grades K-2 and             

assembled by Mrs. Majo. It is        

dedicated to all students at Dexter 

Elementary who are blossoming into 

beautiful, smart, kind children. 

Kinetic art is art 

that moves! 



CHECK IT OUT!  


